
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Malaysia has one of the most rapidly growing pharmaceutical market in Asia Pacific and this 

achievement clearly reflects the Ministry of Health’s stand in recognising the critical role of this sector 

in the country’s healthcare system. In addition to a strong global presence with representation from 

all of the major international drug companies, the local pharmaceutical industry has seen 

tremendous growth and increasing market share. Our local companies have even ventured beyond 

our shores and are doing well in countries across the region. As the development of the industry is 

still in its prime, the future trend seems promising. Likewise, biotechnology, particularly medical 

biotechnology, has seen rapid development, as a result of the committed involvement of several 

ministries and the active participation of the private sector to promote and expand the field.  

With such exciting times before us, it is critical for those of us in the healthcare sector, to 

continuously strive to ensure that Malaysia emerge as a strong contender in the pharmaceutical and 

therapeutics fields as well as in medical and diagnostic biotechnology. This is particularly relevant for 

the people involved in clinical research such as the local investigators, industry players and 

regulatory agencies. The gathering of these local and regional experts in a meeting like the Clinical 

Research & Trials Excellence Conference & Exhibition 2008 (CReaTE 08) would open up opportunities 

for networking and the exchange of ideas. As appropriately reflected in this year’s conference’s 

theme; Promoting Clinical Research in Asia, the Clinical Research Centre, which is the scientific 

partner and programme advisor for CReaTE 08, has played an instrumental role in advocating the 

vision to make Malaysia as the region’s preferred clinical trial destination. With big-scale events such 

as this, investors and shareholders would develop a growing interest in Malaysia’s potential in clinical 

research and its related industries.  
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